Delegated Officer’s Decision

Reference Service Grouping
Education
Subject: Term Dates for 2017/18

Decision taken:

To approve the proposed term dates

Reason for decision taken:

To provide term dates to maintained schools.

Other options considered:

A number of options for the configuration of terms dates
were carefully considered with Education Management
Advisory Board (EMAB).

Decision taken by:

lan Pearson

Scheme of Delegation Ref:

3.16.5

Job Title:

Head of Education

Those consulted:

EMAB, public consultation

Background papers:

Consultation Summary Report

| confirm that | have fully advised
making this decision.

and have taken account of ail the relevant facts in

Date Decision Made

Date Decision will be Implemented
(5 clear days)

P,

&
Officer: AL/ e —
Witnessed by: U THNOXD s -
Date: 38.04 - b
This decision is eligible to be ‘calied-in’. However, if the decision has not been ‘called-in’
by 5.00pm on » then it will be implemented.

If you have any queries regarding this decision, please contact:

Name: Caroline Corcoran

Job Title:  Service Manager (Access, Planning and Trading)

Tel: 1635 519030

Email: caroline.corcoran @westberks.gov.uk







Title of Report: Term and Holiday Dates 2017/18

Report to be . .

considered by: Education Management Advisory Board

Date of Meeting: 28/04/2016

Purpose of Report: To agree the proposed term and holiday dates
2017/18 following consultation

Recommended Action: To approve the proposed term and holiday dates for
2017/18

Contact Officer Details

Name: Caroline Corcoran

Job Title: Access, Planning and Trading

Tel. No.: 01635 519030

E-mail Address: Caroline.corcoran @ westberks.gov.uk

Report

1. Introduction

A number of options for term and holiday dates 2017/18 were drafted and considered by
EMAB on 11 February 2016. A preferred version was selected for consultation.

2. Consultation

The consultation ran from 22 February 2016 to 15 April 2016. The consultation was
published on the West Berkshire Council consultation finder section of the website making
it publicly available for responses. The consultation was also emailed to the following
stakeholders:

o All Headteachers (including academies)
Newbury College
Portsmouth Catholic and Oxford Anglican Diocese
Unions
Neighbouring Local Authorities

West Berkshire provides the term and holiday dates framework for maintained schools.

The framework covers 191 days, which is comprised of 190 “pupil days” and one common

training day in September. Schools must set four training days from outside of the “pupil
days”.

The Council recommends that schools consider aligning term dates with other schools in
the area, for example, secondary schools with primary schools, in recognition of families
with children at different schools.

Waest Berkshire Council EMAB 28/04/2016




3. Responses

10 responses were received in total:  Agree—3  Neutral -1 Disagree - 6

8 respondents submitted comments for consideration.
¢ 5 comments were concerned about the length of the Christmas holiday.
« 2 comments would prefer Term 5 to start with the option of a training day.

The complete responses are available at Appendix B to this report.

4. Neighbouring Local Authorities

Proposed term dates were received from Hampshire and Reading Local Authorities.

A comparison table is available in Appendix C. Reading LA has a different Easter break,
but all other term dates are broadly in line (given that the number of days set varies by LA)

5. Consideration of Comments by EMAB

The comments were considered by EMAB on 28 April 2016.

There are two potential amendments presented which could address the issues made
during the consultation:

Adding a pupil day Removing a pupil day | Rationale

Friday Wednesday Extends the Xmas break by one
20 October 2017 3 January 2018 day.

Thursday Monday Provides the option of a training
29 March 2018 16 April 2018 day at the start of Term 5

The changes were considered in the context that EMAB requested that Term 1 started on
6 September to allow an exira training day at the start of the academic year, and this
change has limited the flexibility available elsewhere in the calendar.

6. Recommendation

As a result of the consultation, it is recommended that:
+ the 2 minor amendments that were made to the dates in Section 5 are approved
» the calendar of dates (as at Appendix A) is approved.

Woest Berkshire Council EMAB 28/04/2016



APPENDIX A - CALENDAR OF PROPOSED DATES FOR 2017/18
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